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Cerberus, this three-headed dog, with its triple tiara, hath been dragged from the darkness of Orcus, hath been forced to look at the sun, and to vomit its venom. Here is it that your Hercules hath triumphed over the diamond gates that close up hell, over the city guarded by three walls, and by the nine arms of the Styx. Thou hast seen the light, O Luthers thou hast gazed into it, thou hast heard the spirit of God which summoned thee; thou hast obeyed, thou hast run, without arms and feeble, to meet this terrible enemy of the great and of kings ; thou hast fought with thy word, and, covered with spoils and with trophies, thou hast ascended to the skies."
Leaving VVittemberg, Bruno visited Prague, where the Emperor Rudolph II. was holding his court, and he presented to this Prince his CLX. Theses, against the mathematicians of the time; but the Emperor showed him no favour, so he turned his steps to the University of Helmstadt, where he was welcomed by the Duke of Brunswick, and was appointed tutor to the young Duke Henry, the heir to the Crown, in the year 1589 This honourable appointment came, howevers speedily to an end, for the Duke died this same year, and was succeeded by his son; Bruno pronounced a pathetic funeral oration over the Prince who had befriended him, and then began, as ever, to teach his philosophical doctrines : he was soon excommunicated by the head of the clergy (October, 1589), but remained in Helmstadt until the following year. The opposition then grew too strong to face, and he departed to Frankfort in 1590, where he remained with a family of the name of Wechel, a member of which had been a friend of Sir Philip Sydney; here he wrote his last three works, one on logic, and two on metaphysics and cosmography; under his own direction the necessary pictures were engraved, and he finished correcting the last proof-sheets; after this he disappears from our gaze for a short while, until, in February, 1592, he comes into view again at Padua. Alas ! why did he return to Italy after his ten years' labour? why did he? with his name ringing through Europe as heretic, walk straight into the lion-jaws of the Inquisition ? Well might an old pupil of Helmstadt write: " What can bring that man to Italy, from whence he was forced to flee ?" They say, some who write of him, that home-sickness took him there; that he wearied for his Italy, for the soft Southern tongue and the warm bright Southern skies. Be that as it may, Bruno's fate was